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TAGS: EAID, EFIN 

SUBJECT: ADB TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR UPDATING THE ASIAN 
AGRICULTURAL SURVEY 

REF: (A) TREASURY 76-12, (B) MANILA 2223 
(C) BANGKOK 3712 

1 . BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON FEBRUARY 26 APPROVED SUBJECT 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE (TA). PRESS RELEASE BEING 
POUCHED. 

2. DURING BOARD DISCUSSION, US ALTERNATE DIRECTOR 
COMMENTED ALONG LINES OF REF A THAT IMPLEMENTING TASK 
FORCE SHOULD ASSESS IMPACT ON BANK'S ACHIEVEMENTS 

OF ADB'S INITIAL (1968-69) AGRICULTURAL SURVEY. 
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3. US ALTERNATE DIRECTOR, SUPPORTED BY OTHER 
DIRECTORS, ALSO SUGGESTED PER REF C (A) THAT TASK 
FORCE APPROACH MIGHT FIRST INCLUDE SETTING OF 
COUNTRY CROP TARGETS FOR MARGINAL IMPROVEMENT AND 
DIVERSIFICATION OF CROPS, THEN IDENTIFY TYPES AND 
AMOUNTS OF INVESTMENTS, INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES AND POLICY 
ADJUSTMENTS TO ATTAIN CROP TARGETS, AND (B) DESIRABILITY 
OF INCLUDING MARKET INCENTIVES FOR PRODUCERS AS KEY 
COMPONENT IN FORMULATING COUNTRY-SPECIFIC AG DEVELOP 
MENT STRATEGIES. ALSO URGED APPLICATION OF 
INTERMEDIATE TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS AND PROCESSES 
TO ENCOURAGE ENTERPRISE AND USE OF UNEMPLOYED HUMAN 
AND PHYSICAL RESOURCES. 
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